
DH FRAMESETS

The Empire is a unique machine, it looks like no other bike, and has 
been formed like no other mountain bike using casting techniques and 
technology developed for aerospace markets. The resulting product also 
rides like no other, the cast construction has been likened to riding a steel 
hardtail over an aluminium one; it takes that harshness out of the ground 
and deadens the trail.

Since we rode the first production frame the AP–1 has undergone a 
few detail changes, the tooling has constantly been revised to ensure that 
the components are better than ever. For 2010, improvements have been 
made to the chain device, drop out and mainframe to create increased 
usability, reliability and strength of the design. With Craig Robertson’s 
previous involvement developing the bike (a man who has clearly studied 
his numbers) the Empire has great geometry and sizing and the linkage is 
well thought out and developed, this is one fast and unique machine.
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EMPIRE 

MOREWOOD MAKULU
There is something about this frameset that sets it 
apart from its rivals, whether it’s down to the design 
of the frame and its linkage or the tuned factory BOS 
suspension, it’s hard to say. But what is clear when you 
mount the Makulu is that it is different from anything 
you’ve ridden before, the suspension truly isolates the 
rider from the ground in a way which at first is almost 
discerning. But it doesn’t take long to get used to floating 
over the trail, and with the terrain posing no threat to the 
Makulu it only leaves you to do one thing – go faster! 

The Morewood’s amazing rear suspension is well 
matched by good sizing and geometry meaning this is 
a much sought after frameset and one that the Dirt staff 
have not wanted to give back!
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